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Reply dated May 19, 2004 

Response to Office Action dated December 19, 2003 
AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (cancelled) 

2. (currently amended) An isolated biologically active mammalian IPAS 
polypeptide encoded by a polynucleotide molecule having at least 90% sequence homology 
with a sequence of SEP ID NO: 2. 

(a) a nucl e ic acid mol e cul e comprising a nucl e otid e s e qu e nc e set forth as SEQ 

ID NO: 2; 

(b) a nucleic acid moloculo comprising a nucleotide soquonco which is 

capabl e of hybridizing, und e r string e nt hybridization conditions, with a nucl e otid e s e qu e nc e 
compl e m e ntary to th e polyp e ptid e coding r e gion of a nucl e ic acid mol e cul e as d e fin e d in (a), 
and which cod e s for a biologically activ e mammalian IPAS polyp e ptid e or a functionally 
equivalent modifi e d form ther e of; and 

(e) a nucleic acid moloculo comprising a nucleic acid s e quence which is 

d e g e nerat e as a r e sult of th e g e n e tic cod e to a nucl e otid e s e qu e nc e as d e fin e d in (a) or (b) and 
which codes for a biologically activ e mammalian IPAS polyp e ptid e or a functionally 
equivalent modified form thereof 

3. (currently amended) : Fhe An isolated mammalian IPAS polypeptide 
according to claim 2 having comprising an amino acid sequence set forth as SEQ ID NO: 3.. 
in th e S e qu e nc e Listing 

4-21. (cancelled) 

22. (new) The isolated mammalian IPAS polypeptide according to claim 2, 
wherein the polynucleotide molecule having at least 95% sequence homology with a 
sequence of SEQ ID NO: 2. 
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23. (new) An isolated biologically active mammalian IPAS polypeptide having at 
least 90% sequence homology with SEQ ID NO: 3. 

24. (new) The isolated mammalian IPAS polypeptide according to claim 23, 
wherein the sequence homology is at least 95%. 
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